Before everything there was water. There was 
no earth, moon, sky, sun. There was only God 
Kayra Khan (Kuday), but he was lonely and 
bored, a voice from the water told him to 
"create.’ He created someone like himself and 
called him a "person". They were both flying 
over the water like black gooses. God Kayra 
Khan was not thinking about anything. At that 
moment, the the person found the wind and 
made the water ripple. He splashed water on 
Kayra Khan's face. When he did that, he thought 
he was stronger than God and wanted to fly 
higher. But he could not fly; he fell into the water 
and sank to the bottom. He was about to drown. 
He cried out, "Help me!" and asked Kayra Khan 
for help. God Kayra Khan gave permission, and 
the person surfaced without drowning. Then the 
God said, ‘Let there be a sturdy stone! A stone 
rose from the bottom of the water. Kayra Khan 
and the Person sat on this stone. Kayra Khan 
commanded the Person to dive into the water 
and bring up earth from the bottom of the water. 
He did as God commanded. He took the soil 
from the bottom of the water to Kayra Khan. As 


he sprinkled the earth on the water, Kayra Khan 
commanded, "Let there be a ground! 

The command was fulfilled and the land was 
created. Kayra Khan again commanded the 
Person to dive into the water and take out the 
soil from the bottom of the water. When the 
person dived into the water, he thought that this 
time he would take some soil for himself. He 
filled both his palms with earth and put soil in 
one of his hand in his mouth to hide it from 
Kayra Khan. His wish was to create a place of 
his own, hidden from Kayra Khan. He brought 
the earth from his palm and handed it to Kayra 
Khan. Kayra Khan sprinkled the earth on the 
water and commanded it to expand. Just like 
the soil that Kayra Khan sprinkled on the water, 
the soil in the Person's mouth began to grow 
and expand. The Person was frightened; he 
stopped breathing, he was dying. He started to 
run away. However, wherever he ran, he felt the 
presence of God Kayra Khan. He could not 
escape from Him. He became helpless and 
began to beg God: God! True God, help me. 
Kayra Khan asked the One why he had kept the 


soil in his mouth. The person replied, "I hid it to 
make a place for myself. So Kayra Khan said, 
"Then throw it out of your mouth and get rid of 
it. As the earth from the mouth of the One fell to 
the ground, small hills formed. Kayra Khan said, 
"Now you have become sinful, you have 
disobeyed me. You have thought evil. From now 
on, those who follow you, who think evil like you, 
will be evil like you; those who follow me will be 
good and pure, and will see the sun and light. | 
have taken the name of the true Kurbustan; 
henceforth let your name be Erlik. Those who 
hide their sins from me shall be your men, and 
those who hide their sins from you shall be my 
men. 


Erlik was bored. He said, "Let me go and see 
these people,’ and went to the crowd. There 
were wild animals, birds and many other 
creatures there besides people. Erlik wondered 
how Kayra Khan had created them and what 
they were eating and drinking. While he was 
thinking, people started to eat from the tree. 
Erlik saw that people were eating only the 


berries on one side of the tree and not touching 
the ones on the other side. He asked the people 
why this was so. The people gave the following 
answer: God has forbidden us to eat from that 
side. We only eat what God allows us to eat 
from the tree to the south-east of the tree. The 
snake and the dog that you see are guarding us 
so that we do not eat from the forbidden side. 
This answer made Erlik happy. Erlik Korm6s (evil 
spiriti) approached a man called Doganay (rising 
moon). He told him that Kayra Khan had lied to 
you. You should eat the berries He forbade you 
to eat. They are sweeter. Try them; you will see. 
Erlik entered the mouth of the sleeping snake 
and told it to go up the tree. The snake climbed 
the tree and ate the forbidden berries. 
Doganay's wife Ece (beatiful) came near them. 
Erlik told Doganay and Ece to eat forbidden 
berries too. Doganay kept Kayra Khan's promise 
and did not eat the forbidden berries. His wife 
Ece could not resist and ate. The berries were 
very sweet. She took it and put it in her 
husband's mouth. Doganay and Ece's feathers 
suddenly fell out. They were ashamed. They ran 


away and hid behind a tree each. 

Kayra Khan came there. People fled and hid in a 
corner. Kayra Khan said "Doganay! Ece! 
Doganay! Ece! He cried out, "Where are you?" 
Doganay and Ece said, "We are behind the trees, 
we cannot face you, we are ashamed." Then they 
told him one by one what had happened. Kayra 
Khan, in anger at hearing what he knew, gave 
each of them separate punishments. He gave 
the first punishment to the snake, saying, "Now 
you have become a part of Erlik. He said, "Let 
the people be enemies to you; when they see 
you, let them shoot, crush and kill you. He 
turned to Ece, You obeyed Erlik's word. You ate 
the forbidden food. You will be punished. You 
will give birth to a child. You will suffer while 
giving birth. Finally you will die, you will taste 
death. He also punished Doganay by saying this: 
You ate what Erlik showed you. You did not 
listen to my word, you followed the word of 
Kormos Erlik. His men live in his world, in the 
world of darkness. He remains deprived of my 
light. Korm6s (Satan, Erlik) has become my 
enemy; you will become his enemy. If you had 


listened to me, you would have been like me. 
Because you did not listen, you will have nine 
sons and nine daughters. From now on, | will not 
create human beings. From now on, human 
beings will descend only from you. Kayra Khan 
was angry with Erlik too. Why did you deceive 
my people? he asked angrily. Erlik said, "| asked 
for it, you didn't give it to me, so | stole it from 
you. From now on, | will always steal. If they run 
away on horses, | will drop and steal them. If 
they drink and get drunk, | will make them fight 
with each other. Even if they enter the water and 
climb trees, | will still steal. Kayra Khan said, 
"Then, there is a dark world without moon and 
sun under the nine layers of earth. He punished 
Erlik by saying, "| am throwing you there. When 
everything was over, he punished all the people 
at once. He said, "From now on, you will earn 
your own food and obtain it with your strength; 
you will not eat from my food, and | will no 
longer come face to face and talk to you. From 
now on, | will send you the Heavenly Son (May- 
Tere). 


The Heavenly Son taught people many things. 
The Heavenly Son also made the chariot. He 
taught people about grass roots and edible 
herbs. Erlik begged to the Heavenly Son: O 
Heavenly Son, help me. Ask permission from 
Kayra Khan. Tell him | want to go up to him. 
Help me. Sky Son conveyed Erlik's wish to Kayra 
Khan. Kayra Khan did not pay attention. The 
Heavenly Son begged for sixty years. 


Finally, Kayra Khan sent a message to Erlik: If 
you give up your evil deeds and do not harm 
people, | will let you come to me! Erlik promised. 
He went to the presence of Kayra Khan. He 
bowed his head. Bless me. Give me permission, 
and | will make the heavens for myself, he 
begged. Kayra Khan gave permission. Erlik built 
heavens for himself. He gathered his people, 
placed them in the heavens he had built, and he 
himself took charge of them. They became very 
crowded. The Holy Person (Mandi-Sire), one of 
the most beloved servants of Kayra Khan, was 
very saddened by this situation. He thought in 
sorrow: Our own people are suffering and 


getting tired on earth. Erlik's people, on the 
other hand, are enjoying themselves in the 
heavens. In this sadness, the Holy Person 
declared war on Erlik. Erlik turned out to be 
stronger. He struck with fire and drove the Holy 
Person away. The Great One went up to Kayra 
Khan. Kayra Khan said, "Where are you coming 
from? The Holy Person said, "It grieves me that 
Erlik's people live in the sky and our people live 
on the earth in a thousand and one (lots of) 
difficulties. | fought Erlik to bring down Erlik’s 
men to the ground and bring down his heavens 
on his head. | was not strong enough, he 
kidnapped me, he replied sadly and tearfully. 
Kayra Khan told him not to be sad. He said, "No 
one has power over Erlik except me, Erlik has 
more power than you. But the day will come 
when your power will be greater than Erlik's. The 
Holy Person's heart cooled and he slept 
peacefully. 


The day came when the Holy Person realized 
that he would grow stronger. That day, Kayra 
Khan called the Holy Person to him. Now Go 


away. You are strong now. | have given you the 
power to bring down the heavens of Erlik. You 
will achieve your wish, he said, | have given you 
power from my own strength. The Holy Person 
was surprised: | have no bow, no arrow. | have 
no quiver, no sword. | have a dry wrist. How can 
| destroy Erlik with the power of my wrist alone? 
Kayra Khan gave the Great One a pike. The 
Great One took the pike and went to Erlik's 
skies. He defeated Erlik, kidnapped him and 
smashed his heavens. Erlik's heavens shattered 
and fell to the earth. The land, which had been 
flat until that day, was filled with rocks and 
pointed mountains after that day. The beautiful 
earth, which was carefully created by the 
glorious God, became crooked. All the followers 
of Erlik fell to the ground; those who fell into the 
water were drowned, those who fell against 
trees were maimed and died, those who fell on 
the sharp rocks died, those who fell against 
animals were trampled under the feet of 
animals. 

Erlik arrived and asked Kayra Khan for a new 
place for himself. He said, "You allowed my 


heavens to be destroyed; | have no shelter left. 
Kayra Khan banished Erlik to the land of 
Darkness under the earth. He put a sevenfold 
lock on him. You shall not see daylight or 
moonlight here. Let there be unquenchable fires 
on you. If you are good, | will take you with me, if 
you are bad, | will banish you deeper. 

Then Erlik said, "Then give me the lives of the 
dead; their bodies are yours, but their lives are 
mine. Kayra Khan said, 'No, | will not give them 
to you either; if you want them, create them 
yourself. Erlik took hammer, blower and anvil in 
his hand. He began to strike. With each blow an 
animal appeared. Frogs, snakes, bears, pigs, 
camels and evil spirits filled the earth. Finally, 
Kayra Khan took the hammer, anvil and blower 
from Erlik's hand and threw them into the fire. 
The blower became a woman and the hammer 
became a man. Kayra Khan grabbed the woman 
and spat in her face. The woman became a bird 
and flew away. This bird was a bird called 
Kurday, whose meat was inedible and whose 
feathers were useless. Kayra Khan grabbed the 
man and spat in his face. He too became a bird 


and flew away; they called it the Yalban bird. 


After these things, Kayra Khan said to the 
people, "I have given you wealth, | have given 
you food, | have given you everything that is 
good, beautiful and pure on earth. | have been 
your helper, so do good. | will withdraw to my 
heavens, | will not return soon. He returned to 
his helper spirits: Glin Asan (day-passer [?]) 
protect those who have drunk and lost their 
minds, young children, foals and calves. Let no 
evil come to them. Take with you the souls of 
those who have done good in their lifetime; do 
not take the souls of those who have killed 
themselves. Do not protect those who covet the 
wealth of the rich, thieves, and those who do evil 
to others. Take the souls of those who fought 
and died for me and for their kings, and bring 
them to me. People! | have helped you, | have 
driven the evil spirits away from you. If evil 
spirits approach you, give them food, but do not 
eat their food; if you do, you will become one of 
them. Now | am leaving you, but I will come 
again. Remember me, do not think that | will not 


come back. When | come back, | will repay you 
for your good deeds and your evil deeds. For the 
time being, Agca Dag (white mountain), the Holy 
Person and the gun asan will stay instead of me; 
they will help you. Agca Dag! Keep your eyes 
open. If Erlik wants to steal the souls of the 
dead from you, tell to the Holy Person; he is 
powerful. Gin Asan! You listen well too. Don't let 
evil spirits go up from the land of Darkness 
under the ground. If they do, tell to the Heavenly 
Son immediately. | have given him power. He 
will ward off evil spirits. Alma Ata will wait for 
the moon and the sun. The Holy Person will 
protect the earth and sky. The Heavenly Son will 
drive the bad away from the good. The Holy 
Person, fight with the evil spirits. If its too hard 
for you: call on my name. Teach people good 
things, good deeds. Teach them how to fish, 
how to shoot tiyin (squirrel), how to feed 
animals. 


Then Kayra Khan went away. The Holy Person 
fulfilled Kayra Khan's words. He made a fishing 
rod and fished. He found gunpowder and shot 


squirrels. One day, the Holy Person muttered to 
himself: Today the wind will blow me away. A 
wind came and blew Ulu Kisi away. The Agca 
Dag said to people: God Kayra Khan took the 
holy person you cant find him anywhere. The 
day will come and he will call me to him too. | 
will go to wherever he wants. Remember what 
you have learned. this is what Kayra Khan 
wanted. He left the people to their own devices 
and went away. 


